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* AVING gone Fare 3 
tures upon the Church Cate- 
chiſm, ſe now to give 
you a Diſcourſe on Confirma- 
tion. And this comes next in 
order after the Catechifm; it being re- 
vired, - That as ſoan as Children can ſay 
the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and the 
Ten Commandments, and be further i — 
ſtructed in the Church Catechifin, : 
brought to the Biſhop to be fo 
2 And I draw up this Diſeourſe not only 
for the Benefit of theſe young Perſons who 
bave in a more particular manner attended 
my Catechetic 2 but of * 
a 9 


- hitherto either wanted the pportunity of 
being confirmed, or have neglected to 
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| * A mY on Confirma N align. 2 wo 
a of a wore. advanced Age! who. have 


lay hold of it. 
The Method I propoſe to proceed in 


ſhall be, firſt, _, 


L To lay, before you the ſeveral Rules 
and Directions of the Church condern- 


ingCanfirm on. And then, Second- 
8 m 6 

II. To make fome Obſervations upon 
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And firſt of all we have theſe two Canons 


or Rules i in relation to this Duty. 


PPE, 79 Canon * 

9 6 Forasmuch as it hath been a ſ 'TY 
« ancient and laudaple . N in the 
ed from the 


« Apoſtles times, that ſhould 
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or * in his accuſtomed Vi- 
2 fi in his own P. care- 
en the ſaid Cuſtom / And it, 


at Xear, be 9 
„he be not 


* en he ſhall n e 


ce that Duty of Con umtion deten 


3 abe ny caffe 5 "wy 


be LXIr Saxo is as follows. 
Reg that hath Cure and 


40 7 


rge af Souls, for the better accom- 
e ol — Orgers/preſcribed in the 
« pig Common Prayer concerning 


« ——— all cake eſpecial care 
« as that none ſhall” be preſented to the 
* Biſhop to lay his hands upon, but fuch 
eas can render an account of their Faith 
according to the Catechiſm in the ſaid 
« Baok containe nd. when the Biſhop 
« ſhallaflignanyTime forthe Performance 
<« of. that. part of his Duty, every ſuch 
« Miniſter ſhall uſe his beſt 8 to 

e and make able, and likewiſe to 

« Hough as many as he can to be then 
brought, and by the Biſhip to be con- 


a+ firmed.” 
At the Concluſion of the Office for he 
boblic of Infants this Charge is 


„ diven to Godfathers and Godmorhers 
ot che Infant;—< You are to.takeCare that 
* 2 1 = 2a." » A 3 90 this 2 
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1 88 be brought to the Biſhop to 
He confirmed by Rim, ſo ſbon Res 
dhe Creed, the Lord's Prayer and 

* 27001 Tet 'Commandirients 4 in the vulgar 
. Tos and de further inſtructed in 
5 « the ChutchCarechiſr ſt forth for that 
S. . 

And at the end of the Carethifin are the 
two following Rubricks or Rules. 

« -Y6 ſoon as Children are come to a 
«"tompetefit”A ge, and can ſay in their 
Mother Tongue, che Creed, the Lord's 
« Prayer, and the Ten Commandments, 
44 auc alſo ëan anſwer to the other Queſ- 
tions of this Mort Catechiſm, they ſhall 
« be brought to the Biſhop, and every one 
« ſhall have a Godfather, or a Godmother, 
« as a witneſs of their Confirmation. 
And whenſoever the Biſhop ſhall give 
« Knowledge for Children to be brought 
% unto him for their Confirmation, the 
« Curate of every Pariſh ſhall either bring 
& or ſend in Writing, with his Hand ſub- 
«x ſcribed thereunto, the Names of all ſuch 
& Perſons within his Pariſh as he ſhall 

think fit to be preſented to the : Biſhop to 
« be confirmed, 

Then follows the Order of Confirmation 
which begins with this Preface; 

To the end that Confirmation may 
v6 iniſtred to the more edifying of 
be m | als: 


uch 
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e ſuch as ſhall receive it, the Church hath 
& thought good to order, That none here- 
“after ſhall be confirmed, but ſuch as can 
« ſay the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and 
ce the Tea Commandments; and can alſo 
<« anſwer to ſuch other Queſtions, as in 
« the ſhort Catechiſm are contained: 
„ which Order is very convenient to be 
e obſerved, to the End that Children 
being now come to the Years of Diſcre- 
< tion, and having learned what their God- 
« fathers and Godmothers promiſed for 
e them in Baptiſm, they may themſelves, 
« with their own Mouth and Conſent 
< openly before the Church, ratify and 
te confirm the ſame ; and alfo promiſe, that 
« by the Grace of God, they will evermore 
« endeavour themſelves faithfully to ob- 
« ſerve ſuch things as they by their own 
« Confeſſion have aſſented unto.” _ 
After the Preface the Biſhop puts this 
folemn Queſtion to thoſe who are to be 
Confirmed : 
« Do ye here, in the Preſence of God and 
« of this Congregation, renew the ſolemn 
« Promiſe and Vow that was made in your 
« Name at your Baptiſm : ratifying and 
* confirming the ſame in your own Per- 
« ſons, and acknowledging yourſelves 
bound to believe and* to do all thoſe 
things which your Godfathers and God- 
4 4 „ mothers 
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* mothers then undertook for you?” To 
which Bonn you are to anſwer aloud 
Ido. This is ſo very material a part of 
the Order, that I would have you take 
particular notice of it, and therefore I will 
repeat it to you again, Do you bere in, &c. 
To which you muſt be ſure to anſwer, Ido; 
this being the Buſineſs you come for, to 
take your Baptiſmal Vow upon yourſelves. 
— Then, after a devout Prayer, that God 
would confer on you the Gifts and Graces 
of his Holy Spirit, you are to kneel down 
before the Biſhop, who, laying his hand 
upon the Head of every one of you ſeve- 
25 ſays “ Defend, O Lord, this thy 


« Child [or this * Servant] with thy 
<« heavenly Grace, that he may continue 
<« thine for ever; and daily increaſe in thy 
„holy Spirit more and more, until he come 
« unto thy everlaſting Kingdom.“ — Then 
after ſome other Prayers, the Biſhop 
diſmiſſes you with his Blefling, 

Thus 1 have laid before you the ſeveral 
Rules and Directions of the Church in re- 
lation to this Rite of Confirmation, and have 
read as much of the Order itſelf, asI judg- 
ed proper for your Information in this 
Duty; and from hence I proceed to draw 
the following Particulars : 


1. Firſt, 
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I. Firſt, The End and Deſign of this 
2. Secondly, The Qualifications of the 


Perſons to be confirmed. © n 

3. Thirdly, The Duty of Miniſters and 

Sodfathers and Godmothers in pre- 

pauaring them for, and preſenting f rat 

"Fear, The giear Veleritleh ind 
4. Fourthly, The t Veneration an 

| n which . to this holy 

ite, | 


And, Firſt, The Deſign of this Ordi- 
nance is, you ſee, that thoſe who have 
been baptized in their Infancy, and fo were 

| not capable of underſtanding the Terms of 
that Covenant into which they then enter- 
ed, being come to Years of Diſcretion, and 
capable of knowing and being actually 
made to know the great Privilc and 
Mercies made over to them onGoT's part, 
and the Duties to be performed on theirs, 
may upon Choice, and from a Senſe of 
their own Intereſt and Happineſs, embrace 
that holy Religion into which they were 
initiated by Baptiſm, and make, as it were, 
a public Profeffion of their ſatisfaction in 
what was then done for them, and of their 
Deſire and Reſolution of continuing in 
that Covenant, in that State of * 

Wnic 
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which their Baptiſm placed them in. And 
thus what was before an Act of others, 
becomes an Act of their own; they ratify 
and confirm what was done by their God- 
fathers and Godmothers, and acknow- 
ledge themſelves as much bound thereby, 
as if they had made theſe Promiſes and 
Profeſſions with their own Mouths. And 
then, to confirm and ſtrengthen them in 
theſe good. Diſpoſitions and Reſolutions, 
the Prayers of the Church are offered up 


to God, that he would vouchſafe them the 


Gifts and Graces of his Holy Spirit, toge- 
ther with the ſolemn. Bleſſing of the Biſhop, 
and the ancient and apoſtolica] Rite of the 
laying on of his Hands, This is in ſhort the 
Nature and Deſign of this Ordinance. And 
from hence we may learn, | 


Secondly, The Qualifications of the 
Perſons to be confirmed, as 
_ Firſt, A competent Knowledge of their 
a Religion, ang 
Secondly, A ſincere Deſire of under- 
taking the Profeſſion, and continuing 

in the Practice of it, all their Lives. 
The firſt Qualification is, That you 
have a competent Knowledge of your Re- 
ligion; and as the plaineſt and ſhorteſt In- 
ſtruction for this Purpoſe is the Church 
Catechiſm, ſo it is, you have ſeen, expreſly 

| required 


— 


| 
| 
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required that you be able to ſay it before 


ou are brought to be confirmed: not 
ly. to ſay it as ſo many Words by rote, 
but to underſtand in ſome good Degree the 
Senſe and Meaning of it, and to be able 
to give ſome tolerable Account of your 
Religion according to the: Principles there 
laid down, 

This Catechiſm teaches you what is the 
Hepe of your Calling, and what exceeding 
great and p recious Promiſes are given to you 
by God in Chriſt Jeſus, and what returns 
of Faith, Duty and Obedience he requires 
from you, Here you learn that, at your 
Baptiſm, you were made Members of 
Chriſt, that is, were taken into that Society 
of which Chriſt is the Head, were admit- 
ted into his Church, and in conſequence 
thereof, became the Children of God, and 
Inheritors of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

And is there any thing ſo deſirable as 
to have him for your Father who is the 
Maker and Governor of the World, and 
has all the Things that are in it at his Dif- 
poſal; who is infinite in Power, Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, and therefore as he cannot 
but know how to make his Children happy, 
ſo he muſt be able, and alſo willing to ac- 
compliſh it ?ls chere any thing more de- 
ſirable, than after a ſnort Life here, which, 
to peak the loweſt of it, can never be 


unhappy 


I 
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unhappy ſo long as you are poſſeſſed vf 
the Love and Favour of God; I ſay, aſter 
a ſhort Life here, to be cranſlated to Hee 
ven, there to enjoy God in a State of ex- 


_quilies Huppiticſs to all Eternity? And 


—— is 3 in your being « Children wo | 
Inheritors' of 'the Kingdom of 

Heaton 
In the next Place, let us conſider what 
are thoſe Duties which God requires to be 
performed on our parts. And though, 
where ſo great Rewards are offered, we 
ought to think no Conditions too hard, no 
Labours too great for the obtaining them, 
yet ſuch is the Goodneſs of our Heavenly 
Father that he requires nothing from us but 
what is appatently for our preſent Good. 
He commands us to renounce thoſe Things 
which are the great Enemies to our Happi- 
neſs in this Life. He requires us fo re. 
n: unce the Devil and all his Works and 
the Devil, we know, is that enviòus and 
malicious Spirit, who having, by his apo- 


ſtaſy from God, plunged himſelf in endlefs 


Miſery, labours to make others, firſt, as 
wicked, and then as wretched as himſelf. 
— God requires us to renounce the Pomps 
and Vanity of ibis wicked' World, and all 
the ſinful Cuſtoms of it; which, under a 
fair Shew and Appearance, are void of all 


| folid andrrue Contentment and Satisfaction. 


And 
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und hereby no reftraint is laid pen. vs 
as to the moderate. and reaſonable Gratifi- 


cation of FA tites, but only in reſpect 
of thoſe pleaſures. which are ſinful and 
exceſſive; —— ſo far as they are ſuch, they 
are deſtructive of the Health and Eaſe of 
the Body, as well as of the good Condition 
and Peace of the Mind. 9 5 
He requires, ſecondly, That we ſhould 


believe all the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, 


And theſe cannot but contribute to ous 
Happineſs, whilſt they ſerve us as ſo many 
Principles of hol get virtuous Living, 


— ap ppineſs is not to be at- 


theſe Articles are revealed to us in the 
holy Scripture, which is the Word of 
God; and of, which we have all the Evi- 
dence and Aſſurance that can in reaſon be 
* 2. we are n 
chi u c report. of an un 

and honeſt Man, much more ought Ws 
believe What is revealed to us by. God, 
who cannot be deceived. himſelf; — will 


not, cannot deceive us; if we believe ile 


witneſs. of Men, wa of God is greater. 
Laſtly, He r us to keep bis boly 
Will and and to walk in the 
ſame all the Days'of our Life. And all theſe 
tend to make us 


tained either, here or hereafter. Now. all 


py even in this Life; 
of which I hope none of this Congregation 
are 


. . = 
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are ignorant, ſince there is nothing that? 


have taken more pains about in the courſe 


of my preaching among you than to con- 
vince you of this truth; as well knowing; 
that whilſt you look upon the Laws and 
Commandments of God as grievous and 
inconſiſtent with the Comfort and Enjoy- 
ment of your Life, you can never be 
brought to obey them. 

This is the ſubſtance of that Covenant 
which you entered into with God at you! 
Baptiſm. Another part of your Catec n 
is an enlargement on two branches of that 
Covenant, ſnewing you particularly what 
it is you are to believe, and what you are 
to do. After which you have the Lord's 
Prayer, Prayer being one means of Grace; 
and an Explanation of ie, with a Preface 
declaring how unable you are of yourſelves 
to perform thoſe things which' are required 
of you in this Covenant, and directing you 
to look up to God, and conftantly and dili- 
gently to pray to him for his grace and 
aſſiſtance in the diſcharge of your Duty. 
And then the Catechiſm concludes with a 
ſhort Account of the chriſtian Sacraments; 
(another means of grace) namely, Baptiſm 


and the Lord's Supper. 


Now this is the knowledge you ought 
to haveg before yo u can be fir for Confir- 
mation. Tou moll * well acquainted 
3 with 
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with your Catechiſm : And one might rea- 
ſonably hope that none of this Congrega- 
tion can be wanting herein, who have the 
duty of Catechiſing fo conſtantly perform- 
ed amongſt them. 

The next Qualification is, that you be 
defirous and willing to take this Covenant 
and Vow upon yourſelves. You know 
very well that at your Baptiſm, you were 
both ignorant of what was then done for 
you, and could have no defire or affection 
to it. It was owing to the care and chari- 
ty of others that you were then dedicated 
to God: But it is now expected that you 
mould dedicate yourſelves to him upon 

ur own Judgment and Choice, from a 
Fenſs of your. Duty, and from a ſenſe of 

— And you cannot help being 
— deſirous to make a public profeſſion 
of your Religion, if you have beenattentive 
to what I have ſaid; if you conſider the 
excellency of the Chriſtian Covenant, and: 
the great Advantages accruing toyouthere- 
by; and that all = Happineſs, both in 
this and the next Life, depends upon your 
continuing ſtedfaſt in it. Think ſeriouſly: 

with l ou rather be Chriſ- 
tians or Heathens, the Children of God or 
the Children of the Devil, had you rather 
= to Heaven or go to Hell, be eternally 
or crrnlly miſerable ? If the for- 
mer, 
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mer, then it is neceſſary for you ſeriouſly. 
and heartily totake upon you the Profeſſion 
of Chriſtianity, and to reſolve to continue in 


it all the Days of your Life. 


Thus you ſee that it is requiſite you ſhould 
have a competent Knowledge of your Re- 
ligion, and a ſincere Deſire of profeſſing 
and living up to it, in order for Confirma- 
tion. | 


The next particular which might be 


drawn from the Canons and Rules of the 
Church about this Ordinance, is the Duty 
of Miniſters, and of Godfathers and God- 
mothers, and more eſpecially of e 
in preparing and preſentin young erſons 
to 3 14 treated 5 argely of this 
in my Diſcourſes on the pious Education of 
Children, that it is not neceſſary to ſay. 
much of it now. Few | 


The way to prepare young Perſons for 


Confirmation is, you ſee, by teaching them 
and making them to underſtand their Ca- 
techiſm : but let Miniſters be ever ſo well 
diſpoſed to do their Duty, all will ſignify 
little, unleſs Parents can be perſuaded to. 
have a greater regard to theirs. They muſt 
often hear their, Children at home, and. 
keep them to a flow and diſtinct way of 
anſwering; muſt. ſend them S 
niſter; who will think it his Duty in Fr 


Church to be farther ugh by their Mi- 
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firſt Place to make them ſay their Cate- 
chiſm well, then by aſking them ſhort eaſy 


Queſtions, which naturally riſe out of the 
Catechiſm itſeff, give them ſome little 
Knowledge of the Meaning of it. When 
they are pretty ready at anſwering theſe, 
he will direct them to the ſeveral Places of 
Scripture on which theſe Doctrines are 
founded; and then by larger Catechetical 


Lectures endeavour to give them ſuch a 


general Notion of Religion, as will prepare 
them to receive Benefit by the more la- 
boured Diſcourſes from the Pulpit. But, 
ney ſpeaking, Children learn their 


Catechiſm in ſo bad a way at home, are 


ſent ſo ſeldom to be taught at Church, 
and are taken away again ſo young, ther 
there is no Opportunity of doing ont f 
theſe things well. This hath proved ſuch 


a Diſcouragement to Miniſters, that ſome 


of them have wholly laid aſide the Duty of 
public Catechiſing, others confine it to k 
particular Seaſon of the Year, and thoſe 
who do moſt, are out of all Heart, when 
they find their Pains and Endeavours at- 
rended with ſo very little Succeſs. Hence 
it is that ſo few are prepared for Confirma- 
tion as they ought to be: whereas,” in the 
Method abovementioned, they could not 
well fail of being fit for it at the Age of 
fourteen or fifteen i gs. when by 
— — the 


—— — — ————— — : 
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the joint Endeavours of the Parents, -and 
Sureties of Children, and their Miniſters, 
they are thus prepared for Confirmation, 
they ſhould accordingly be preſented to it, 
| having a Godfather or a Godmother, ſays 
1 the Rubrick, as a Witneſs of 1 It; but this 
| I think is not now required, or is generally 
laid aſide. - 

Another particular which I ſhall draw 
| from the Rules of the Church about Con- | 
| firmation is, —The great Veneration and 
7 Regard which is due to it. | 

- You ſee that this Practice is of great * 
Antiqui „even as ancient as the times of 
the Apoſtles, and is ſaid to be both /olemn 
and laudable: And as it deſerves to have 


| a great Regard paid to iton theſe Accounts, 
ſo it does likewiſe in reſpect of the many 


Benefits ariſing from it, both to the whole 
Church, and to thoſe in particular who 
| are Confirmed. I have not time to men- 
i tion all; but by this means, young Perſons 


i thus prepared for Confirmation, will be 
| well grounded in Religion, will be induced 
[ to practiſe it, havin "g at their Confirmation 
| iven Aſſurances of it in ſo public and ſo- 
| — a manner; may reaſonably hope that 


1 a larger meaſure of God's Grace will be 

! hereby conferred upon them, to enable | 

them to diſcharge their Chriſtian Obliga- | 

' tions: And ah this will give them a | 
Right 
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Right to the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per, to which, by the expreſs Rules of the 
Church, they are not to be admitted, till 
they have been Confirmed, or an Oppor- 
tunity for this being wanting, are deſirous 
to be Confirmed. 

To conclude : — Conſider, my good 
Children, that there is a Neceſſity for you 
if you would be happy, one time or other, 
ſeriouſly to take your Chriſtianity upon 
you, and you are called upon to do it e- 
ſpecially at this time. Remember thy Crea- 
tor in the days of thy Youth, are Words of 
the Wiſeman, Eccleſ. xii: r. which ſhould 
never ſlip out of your Mind. You are at 
an Age that will expoſe you to a thouſand 
Temptations : You will find in yourſelves 
many ſinful Appetites which will be crav- 
ing to be ſatisfied. Your own corrupt 
Heart will aſſail you within, and the World 
without; nor will your irreconcileable 
Enemy, the Devil, be wanting in the moſt 
cunning Stratagems and Contrivances to 
withdraw you from your Duty to your 
Creator. Theſe are the Enemies which you 
renounced at your Baptiſm by your Godfa- 
thers and Godmothers, and you are now 
called upon to renounce them in your own 
Perſons. Muſter up all the Courage and 
Reſolution you are Maſters of, and quit 
yourſelves like Men, like Chriſtians. Re- 
B 2 member, 
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member, if you conquer, there is aCrown 
laid up, a State of Happineſs reſerved for 
you, that will make you large Amends for 
all the Labours and Difficulties you ſhall 
encounter in your Chriſtian Warfare. 
« Caſt away therefore the Works of Dark- 
neſs, and put upon you the Armour of 
Light— Now is the accepted time, now is 
the time when your Services will find great- 
er acceptance with God, and procure great- 
erReward to yourſelves.— Now is the Day 
of Salvation, now is the Seaſon, when by 
taking proper Meaſures and Reſolutions, 
you may make your Calling and Election 
fure.” | 

But if this Diſcourſe has made no Im- 
preſſion upon you, if you are careleſs and 
mdifferent about taking upon you the Pro- 
feſſion and Practice of your holy Religion, 
if you are reſolved not to © remember your 
Creator now in the Days of your Youth” 
Then I muſt ſpeak to you in other Words 
of the ſame Wiſeman : < Rejoice, O young 
Man, in thy Youth, and let thy Heart 
chear thee in the Days of thy Youth, and 
walk in the Ways of thy Heart, and in the 
Sight of thine Eyes—But know thou, that 


for all theſe Things God will bring thee 


into Judgment,” Eccleſ. xi. . 


To avert this heavy Doom, I beſeech 


Almighty God, from the bottom of my Soul, 
k « That 
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| « That God who alone can order the unru- 
| ly Wills and Affections of ſinful Men, that 
| he will grant unto you, that you may love 
| the Thing which he commandeth, and 
| deſire that which he doth promiſe ; that fo 
among the ſundry and manifold Changes 
[of the World, your Hearts may ſurely 
there be fixed, where true Joys are to be 
found, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” 
| Amen. 
CoLLECT for the Fourth Sunday 
aſter Faſter. 
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A Short Examination of a Perſon 
before he be ConFIRMED. 


QUESTION. 


V Y Har do you mean by the Catechiſm? 

Answ. It is an Inſtruction to be learned 

of every Perſon before he be brought to 
be Confirmed by the Biſhop. 


. [ Then hear the Perſon his Catechiſm and 


. What are the * which 
the Church requires in Perſons in order to 
their Confirmation? 

A. It is required, that they be come to 
a competent Age, and can ſay the Creed, 
the Lord's Prayer and the Ten Command- 
ments, and can alſo anſwer to ſuch other 
Queſtions as in the ſhort Catechiſm are con- 


tained. 
Q. And 
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Q. And what is the Deſign and End of | 


Confirmation ? 

A. It is, that Children being now come 
to the Years of Difcretion and having learn- 
ed what their Godfathers and God mothers 
promiſed for them in Baptifm, they may 
themſelves with their own Mouth and Con- 
ſent, openly before the Church, ratify and 
confirm the ſame ; and alſo romiſe that 
by the Grace of God, they will evermore 
endeavour themſelves faithfully to obſerve 
ſuch Things, as they by their own Confeſ- 
ſion have aſſented unto. Preface to Conſir- 
mation. 

Q. Well Lou are now come to Years 
ef Diſcretion - you have learned the Cate- 
chiſm, and as often as you repeat it, you 
do declare what it was that your Godfathers 
and Godmothers promiſed for you in Bap- 
tiſm— Are you defirous and willing with 
your own Mouth and Conſent, openly be- 
fore the Church, to . and confirm the 
lame ? 48 
A. I am. 

Q. And will you promiſe that by the 
Grace of God' you will evermore endea- 
vour yourſelf faithfully to obſerve ſuch 
T — as were covenanted to be done on 


your Part in your Baptiſm ? 
A. I will. 


Q. In 


. A" 
on. a 
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Q. In what Words could you expreſs 
this Ratification or Confirmation of your 
Baptiſmal Vow ? 

A. I do here in the Preſence of God, 
and of this Congregation, renew the ſolemn 
Promiſe and Vow that was made in my 
Name at my Baptiſm; and do ratify and 
confirm the ſame in my own Perſon, ac- 
knowledging myſelf bound to believe and 
to do all thoſe Things which my Gocdfa- 


thers and Godmothers then undertook for 


me. 

This is what is implied in that ſhort 
Anſwer which you make to the Biſhop's 
Queſtion, when you ſay, I do. 

And pray obſerve, that you declare your 
renewing this Vow in the Preſence of God, 
who will not be mocked, and whom you 
cannot impoſe upon by any inſincere or 
hypocritical Profeſſions, for God knows 
your Heart; and likewiſe in the Preſence 
of the Church or Congregation, who can 
reproach you with breach of Promiſe, if 
in the future Courſe of your Life you are 
not true to theſe Engagements. 
That you may more fully {till under- 
ſtand the Nature of Confirmation - We 
will now ſuppoſe, if you pleaſe, that none 
of you have been as yet baptized, but that 
you are deſirous of it, having been inſtruct- 


ed in the great Benefits of Chriſtianity, 


and 
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and alſo in the Duties of it, and havin 
the ſame Queſtions put to you, hich 

were put to your Godfathers and Godmo- 
thers, let me hear what anſwer you would 

give to them in your own Perſons. 

Doſt thou renounce the Devil and 
all his Works, the vain Pomp and Glory 
of the World, with all covetous Deſires 
of the ſame, and the carnal Deſires of the 
Fleſh, ſo that thou wilt not follow nor be 
led by them ? 

A. I renounce them all. 

And good Reaſon is there, that you 
ſhould do ſo, that you ſhould renounce 
and abjure all wicked finful Courſes, be- 
cauſe theſe are the great Enemies to your 
Happineſs, they make you hateful to God, 
and it is impoſſible you ſhould be happy, 
whilſt you are in ſuch a ſtate, The next 
Queſtion 1s, 

Q. Doſt thou believe in God, the Fa- 
ther Almighty, Maker of Heaven and 
Earth? Doſt thou believe in Jeſus Chriſt, 
Sc. [and ſo go on quite through the Creed. 

A. All this I ſtedfaſtly believe. | 

And there is good Reaſon why you 
ſhould believe theſe Articles of your Chriſ- 
tian Faith, becauſe, as I ſhewed you when 
I expounded the Creed to you, they are 
all taken out of the Holy Scriptures, which 
are the Word of God, the Word _—_ 
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God, who 1s infallible Truth,. and who 
cannot be deceived himſelf, and who will 
not deceive us. 

Suppoſing, as I ſaid before, that you 
had not been baptized already, and you 
were aſked in the next Place, 

Q. Wilt thou be baptized in this Faith? 
What would you anſwer ? 
A. That is my deſire. 

And you cannot help deſiring it, if you 
conſider the great Happineſs coming to you 
thereby: Of being Members of Chriſt, 
Members of Chrise Church, intimately 
united to Chriſt; Children of God, recon- 
ciled to God, in a State of Favour with 
God. - And Inheritors of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. | 
Q. Wilt thou then obediently keep 
God's holy Will and Commandments, and 
walk in the ſame all the Days of thy Life? 
A. I Will. 

And good Reaſon is there why you 
ſhould reſolve to do ſo, why you ſhould 
reſolve to keep God's Commandments, 
becauſe without Holineſs, as well as with- 
out Faith, it is impoſſible to * God. 
—* Tf thou wilt enter into Life, ſays our 
« Saviour, keep the Commandments.” In 
ſhort,. a due Obſervation of theſe Com- 
mandments will make you dear toGod, 

dear 
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dear to yourſelves, and dear to your Coun- 


oy. 
Thus you may clearly ſee the Nature 


of Confirmation. — Thoſe Anſwers which 


were made by your Godfathers and God= 


mothers at your Baptiſm, you do now in 
effect make in your own Perſons And 
this has been one View in my cauling you 
to make theſe Anſwers. 

Another View is, That the Congrega- 
tion 1n general may be better acquainted 
with them, than they ſeem to be at preſent, 
and may learn to make them when they 


perform that charitable Office of ſtanding. 


as Godfathers and Godmothers for the 


Children of their Friends. It is amazing 


to ſee how thoſe who are choſen to ſpeak 
for the.Children (for they cannot ſpeak 
for themſelves) ſtand like ſo many ſtocks, 
and are as mute as the very Infants they 
come to repreſent... The Church has pro- 
vided theſe Anſwers that they may be uſed, 
and for thatReaſon, they are few and ſhort, 
and can be no Burden to the weakeſt Me- 
mory; the Sureties muſt conſider that they 
act in the Infant's Name and Stead, and 
they ſay theſe Things, as preſuming that 
if the Infant was capable of underſtanding 
the gracious Covenant he 1s admitted into, 
he «path , expreſs. the Deſires of his Heart, 
and 


9 
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and the Senſe of his Mind, in ſome ſuch 
Words as theſe. 

There is an excellent Prayer in the Or- 
der of Confirmation, which I adviſed you 
to get by Heart, and with a little Altera- 
tion to uſe it with your other Prayers. 
Let me hear you repeat it. 


Almighty and ever-living God, who haſt 
vouchſafed to regenerate me thy Servant by 
Water, and the Holy Ghoſt, and haſt gi- 
ven unto me Forgiveneſs of all my Sins z 
Strengthen me, I beſeech Thee, O Lord, 
with the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter, and 
daily increaſe in me thy manifold Gifts of 
Grace, the Spirit of Miſdem and Underſtand- 


tins; the Spirit of Counſel and ghoſtly Strength; 


the Spirit of Knowledge and true Gadlineſs: ; 
and fill me, OLord, with the Spirit of thy 
on Fear, now and for ever. Amen. 


The Subſtance of what you pray for in 
this excellent Collect is, that it would 
pleaſe God to enlighten your Mind with 
the true Knowledge of your Duty, and 
incline your Heart and Wili to the ſincere 
Practice of it. 
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With DIRECTIONs for a proper 
Behaviour at Going to the Place 
of CoNFIRMAT ION, and when 
there, and when Coming away. 
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ON 


CONFIRMATION, &. 


A FTER fo large a Diſcourſe upon 
Confirmation as I have repeatedly 
given you, and the ſhort Examination 
which you have now (and ſeveral times 
before) undergone, it may be thought 
needleſs to fay any thing further of the 
Nature and Deſign of this Ordinance. 
However I will again juſt obſerve to-you, 
that it is the taking your Baptiſmal Vow 
upon yourſelves. You hereby declare in 
your own Perſons that you renounce thoſe 
things which your Godfathers and Godmo- 
thers at your Baptiſm renounced for you 
that 1s, that you will to the utmoſt of your 
Power, and by the Aſſiſtance of God's 
Grace, abſtain from all Sin and Wicked- 
2 neſs 
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neſs whatſoever, ſince there is no ſin but 
what you are tempted to either by the 
Devil, by the Pomps and Vanity of the 
World, or by your own carnal Affections 
and Luſts. You hereby declare your aſ- 
ſent to, and beliet of thoſe Articles of the 


Chriſtian Faith which your Godfathers 


and Godmothers . profeſſed the belief of in 
our Names; and you hereby take upon 
yourſelves and promiſe to keep God's holy 
Will and Commandments, and to walk in 
the ſame all the Days of your Life ; that 
is, that you will by God's Grace perform. 
all thoſe Duties to God, your Neighbour 
and yourſelves, which your Religion, the 
Chriſtian Religion, requires of you. 

And then, to confirm and ſtrengthen you. 
in theſe good Diſpoſitions and Reſolutions, 
the Prayers of the Church are offered up 
to God, that he would vouchſafe you the 
Gifts and Graces of his Holy Spirit; ac- 
companied with the ſolemn Bleſſing of the 
Biſhop, and the ancient and Apoſtolical 
Rite of the laying on of his Hand. 

This may be ſufficient. both to refreſh. 
your Memories, and alſo to let you fee 
that it is. no trivial, no light Thing that 
you are going about; but that on the con- 
trary you-have upon your Hands an Affair 
of the utmoſt Importance, an Affair that 
requires the greateſt Seriouſneſs and Pre- 

paration 
- 
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paration of your Minds, an Affair in which 
the Happineſs, the eternal Happineſs of 
your immortal Souls is deeply concerned. 

It is true, we do nat agree with the 
Church of Rome, in calling this Ordinance 
a Sacrament — But as this Practice is cer- 
tainly derived from the Apoſtles, we juſtly 
think that this holy Rite deſerves to have 
a very great Regard paid to it.--And there- 
fore I muſt recommend it to you, I muſt 
preſs it upon you, that in going to the Place 
of Confirmation, and coming from it, and 
particularly whilſt you are there, you will 
keep ſuch a ſtrict Watch over your Beha- 
viour, as to do nothing which may diſco- 
ver in yourſelves the want of a due Eſteem 
for this Ordinance, or that may give Occa- 
ſion to the Adverſaries of our Church to 
ſpeak reproachfully of it. | 

In ſuch a croud of Perſons,. of young 
Perſons eſpecially, ſome Rudeneſs and In- 
decency of Behaviour is almoſt unavoidable 
But the Seriouſneſs and viſible Piety of 
by much the greater Part, will atone for 
the Scandal that may be given by a few. 
None of you who have offered yourſelves 
for Confirmation, are meer Children, but 
are all of you arrived at Years of Diſcretion, 
and you have been inſtructed over and over 
in the Nature of this holy Rite, and the 


great Veneration that is due to it; and 
( 3 therefore 
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therefore it will be expected from you, 


that in the Sobriety and Decency of your 


Deportment, you ſhould be Examples to 


others: | 


To conclude: Let me again put you in 
mind that you are now going in a public 
and ſolemn manner to take your Chriſtiani- 
ty upon you, to profeſs your Faith in Chriſt 
crucified, and your Reſolution manfully 
to fight under his Banner againſt Sin, the 
World and the Devil, and to continue 
Chriſt's faithful Soldiers and Servants unto 
your Lives End. A great Work, I aſſure 

ou! and not to be done without the ſpe- 
cial Grace of God, which as you muſt learn 
at all times to call for by diligent and fer- 
vent Prayer, ſo I deſire you would do it now 
by giving your attention to two of the ex- 
cellent Collects of our Church, and ſaying 
Amen at the cloſe of them. | 


« Lord, we beſeech Thee, grant us Grace 
to withſtand the Temptations of the World, 
the Fleſh and the Devil, and with pure 
Hearts and Minds to follow Thee the only 
God, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


Amen. 


Lord of all Power and Might, who art 
the Auther and Giver of all good Things; 
| graft 


'} 
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graft in our Hearts the love of thy Name, 
increaſe in us true Religion, nouriſh us 
with all Goodneſs, and of thy great M 
keep us in the ſame, through JeſusChri 
our Lord. Amen.” 


Seventh Sunday after Trinity. 
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PSALM CXIX. ver. 106. 


I have ſtworn, and Iwill perform it, that 
J will keep thy righteous Judgments. 


HE Prophet, throughout this Pſalm, 
ſets forth the —— and Excel- 
lency of Religion in a great variety of Ex- 
preſſion. In a few Verſes before my Text, 
he breaks out into this rapture Ho ſweet 
are thy Words unto my Taſte; yea, ſweeter than 
Honey to my Mouth ! To him the moſt ex- 
quilite Gratifications of Senſe were not com- 
parable to thoſe Pleaſures that reſult from 
the Meditation and Practice of the Laws of 
Gop. Nor did he think the Wiſdom of 
Religion inferior to the Pleaſure ariſing 
from it. Through thy Commandments, ſays 
he, I get Underſtanding. Theſe, as they 
proceed from that great Being who 1s in- 
finitely Wiſe, muſt be the Height and Per- 


fection of Wiſdom. And therefore he _ 
wit 
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with a great deal of Reaſon, in the next 
Verſe, Thy Word is a Lamp unto my Feet, 
and a Light unto my Path. Whilſt Wicked 
Men tread the dark Mazes and Labyrinths 
of Ignorance and Error, ever 1 
pineſs, and ever miſſing what they ſeek, 
the religious Man has a Light held out to 
him from Heaven, the Law of God, clear- 
ly ſhewing him where his true Happineſs 
les, and what 1s the Path that does uner- 
ringly lead to it. And then, as the natu- 
ral reſult from theſe Reflections upon the 
reat Wiſdom and Pleaſures of Religion, 
- profeſſes his Reſolution of keeping cloſe- 
ly to it, I have ſworn, and I will perform it, 
that I will keep thy rightecus Judgments. 
That 1s, I have, by being admitted into 
a ſolemn Covenant with Thee, . ſworn as it 
were, and plighted and engaged my Faith, 
and it is the full Purpoſe and Reſolution of 
my Soul, to perform all holy Obedience 
to thy Laws, which are ſo righteous and 
equitable, ſo full of Wiſdom, and attended 
with ſo much Pleaſure in the Practice. 
The Wiſdom and Amiableneſs of Reli- 
ion were the Subject of ſome late Diſcour- 
es to you, a deep Senſe and a thorough 
Conviction of which I hope you will al- 
ways keep up in your Minds, as a very 
werful Incitement to a good and holy 
ife; and J hope you will as little forget 


your 
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your Obligations hereto from your own ſo- 
lemn Vows and Promiſes, firſt made at 
your Baptiſm by your Sureties, and by 
many of you very lately ratified and con- 
firmed in your own Perſons: And there- 
tore as every one of you may ſay with the 
Pſalmiſt, I have ſworn, ſol hope you have 
reſolved with him too to perform it, by 
— God's righteous Judę ments. So that 
ws uming you were very ſincere in mak- 

thoſe Promiſes, what L ſhall do now 
hal be to direct you to ſome of thoſe Means 
which may enable you to perform them, 
it being a Truth ſo evident as not to re- 
quire any proof, that whoever reſolves up- 
on any End, is preſumed at the ſame time, 
to reſolve on the Means which are neceſſary 
to the attaining 1t. 

The firſt Means I ſhall mention as uſeful 
towards enabling youto perform your bap- 
tiſmal Engagements is - Often to think of 
them, and make them preſent to your 
minds. We are all too apt to forget our 
Character as Chriſtians, to forget that we 
are under a ſolemn Covenant; and that we 
have given up and dedicated ourſelves to 
the Service of God and Chriſt; but ſurely 
it would be highly uſeful to us very often 
to conſider ourſelves in that View, and un- 

that Character, that our Theughts and 
Aion may be anſwerable to the great 


Dignity 
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Dignity of our Profeſſion. Whilſt we are 
eating, drinking, or ſleeping, we are doing 
no more than the Brutes do; whilſt we are 
contriving to gratify our Senſes in the moſt 
exquiſite manner, or are engaged in the 
low Purſuits of Riches or Honours, we are 
then only doing what the Men, of this 
World do: But then it is we are acting as 
Chriſtians, when we are reſiſting Tempta- 
tions and mortifying our Luſts; when 
we are meditating on the great Love of God 
to us in Chriſt, when we are contemplating 
the Wiſdom, the Power, the Juſtice and 
Goodneſs of the divine Nature; when we 
are loving and admiring him, when we are 
praying to him, and truſting in him, when 
we are celebrating his Praiſes and returnin 

him our Thanks; when we are reading his 
Word and living in Obedience to his Com- 
mands, when we are performing thoſe Du- 
ties of Contentment, of Sobriety and Chaſ- 
tity we owe to ourſelves, and the Love, Juſ- 
tice and Charity we owe our Neighbour. 
This, this would be the Effect of living 
under the Senſe and Influence of our bap- 


tiſmal Engagements; for how could we 


but dread the not doing that which by ſo 
folemn a Promiſe to God we are ſenſible 
we have bound ourſelves to do? How could 


we fallify our Vows and Oaths to Him, 


whilſt the Impreſſions of them were ſtrong 
| upon 
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upon our Minds, and eſpecially if we re- 
collected at the ſame time the glorious 
Rewards of performing them, and thoſe 
eternal Puniſhments which the notperform- 
ing them will bring upon us? 
© Another Means toenable us to perform 
our Chriſtian Engagements, is Prayer. I 
believe, we muſt all be ſenſible, very ſen- 
fible, of the great Corruption of our Na- 
ture, of our Backwardneſs to all Good, and 
our Proneneſs to all Evil; and that there- 
fore it is neceſſary for us to call in the di- 
vine Grace to our Aſſiſtance, to illuminate 
our Minds, and to incline our Wills, to 
ſtrengthen us in our Temptations, and to 
reſtore us in our Lapſes. Accordingly, our 
bleſſed Saviour directs us to the Ufe of this 
excellent Means, with a Promiſe of ſuc- 
ceeding in it— 4ſt, and ye ſhall have; ſeek, 
and ye ſhall find. And that admirable Pray- 
er which he compoſed for our Uſe, and in 
Compaſſion to our Infirmities, is almoſt 
wholly for ſpiritual Bleſſings, that God's 
Kingdom may be more effectually ſet up 
in the Hearts of Men, that his Will may 
be done with the ſame Chearfulneſs and 
Ardour by Men on Earth as it is by the 
Angels in Heaven, that we may have Pow- 
er to overcome Temptations, and may be 
delivered from Evil. 


And 
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And beſide your private Prayers, your 
conſtant Attendance upon the public Of- 
fices of Religion in the Church will be 
another excellent Means of enabling you 
to perform your baptiſmal Engagements, 
There is a particular Bleſſing promiſed by 
our Saviour to the united Devotions of 
Chriſtians. Where two or three, ſays he, 
are gathered together in my Name, there am 
Jin the midſt of them. Mat. xvii. 20. Moſt 
of the excellent Prayers and Collects of our 
Church are framed on purpole for beggin 
7 Aſſiſtance = God's Grace, The — 

reading the Scriptures to you, 
the Deſign of preaching is, both to inform 
and remind you of your Duty, as well as to 
exhort and perſuade you to the Diſcharge 
of it. In the Communion Office, the Ten 
Commandments, - thoſe righteous Judg- 
ments which you have {worn to keep, are 
diſtinctly and ſolemnly pronounced to you; 
at the end of every one of which you beg 
God's Mercy and Pardon for any former 
Breaches thereof, and his Grace to- incline 
ur Hearts to keep it better for the future. 
henever the Sacrament of Baptiſm is ad- 
miniſtered, or the Duty of Catechiſing per- 
formed, you are then in expreſs terms put 
in mind of your Chriſtian Obligations: and 
therefore at thoſe times I hope you will 
not 
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not act the Part of idle Spectators only, 
but will conſider yourſelves as having a 
great Concern and Intereſt in what is doing, 
and whilſt you are attentive to the rehear- 
ſal of the Chriſtian Covenant, will, by a 
ſecret Act of the Mind, ſtedfaſtly reſolve to 
adhere to it. 

Thus you fee how theſe ſeveral Parts of 
our public Worſhip are calculated for en- 
abling you to perform your baptiſmal Vows 
and Promiſes; but the higheſt and moſt 
ſolemn Act of our religious Worſhip, the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, is more 

uliarly adapted to this Purpoſe. In the 
xhortations, we are ſolemnly called upan 
to examine our Lives, and to amend them; 
to conſider whether our Belief and our 
Practice have been anſwerable to our Vows 
and Promiſes; and if upon this Review . 
we find that they have been otherwiſe, then 
to reſtore ourſelves by an unfeigned Repen- 
tance and new Reſolutions.— The great 
Love of Chriſt in dying for us, repreſent- 
ed in this Sacrament, 1s in its own Nature 
fitted to excite our Love to him, and to en- 
gage us to expreſs it by an holy and uniform 
Obedience to his Laws. The Bleſſing an- 
a to — worthy partaking of this Or- 
inance, is the ſtrengthening and refreſhing 
of our Souls; our Souls being hereby re- 
freſhed with the Senſe 8 great 2 
S 
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apply them to the great Purpoſes for which 
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neſs in the pardon of Sin, and ſtrengthened 
by the Grace attending this Sacrament a- 


againſt future Temptations. 


Thus it appears that this Sacrament is 
an admirable Means to enable you to per- 
form your baptiſmal Engagements, and 
therefore it is moſt certainly your Duty 
duly and conſtantly topartake of it as often 
as it is adminiſtred ; your Confirmation, 
(for T ſpeak now to thoſe young Perſons 
who have lately been confirmed) your Con- 
firmation, I ſay, gave you a Right to be 
admitted to this Sacrament, and you have 
been inſtructed over and over in the Nature 
of it, and your Obligations to it; and there- 
fore I hope you will reſolve to receive it 
the next time 1t is adminiſtred; and will 
endeavour to qualify and prepare yourſelves 
for it in the beſt manner you can. ; 

I proceed now to another Means of en- 
abling you to perform your Chriſtian En- 

ments; and that 1s, in ſhort, to make 
the holy Scriptures your Delight and your 
Study, to read and to meditate upon them, 
to compare your Life with them, and to 
conform it to them, to fetch your Counſel 
and your Comfort from them, to eſteem 
them, as they are the Word of God, and 
therefore to peruſe them with Reverence, 
and to obey them with Chearfulneſs ; to 


they 
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they were given, and theſe are, as the 
Apoſtle tells us, 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. for 
Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, for 
Inſtrufion in Righteouſneſs, that the Man 
of God may be perfe#, throughly furniſhed 
unto all good Works. 
Another Means is, to ſet your Affections 
on Things above, and to have a very mean 
Opinion of this World, and of the Riches, 
the Honours, and the Pleaſures of it. 
Theſe Things are little in themſelves, and 
ſhort in their Duration, acquired with great 
Pain, and loſt with great Eaſe. Bur the 
Treaſure of a Chriſtian is in Heaven, a du- 
rable, a ſubſtantial Treaſure ; it is the Ac- 
ceſs to and Enjoyment of Him, who 1s 
the Fountain of all Happineſs; of Him, 
in whoſe Preſence is Fulneſs of Foy, and 
at whoſe right Hand there are Pleaſures for 
evermore. He whoſe Heart is ſet upon 
this Treaſure, will riſe with Indignation 
againſt every Thing that ſtands in ho way 
to it, againſt every Thing that would rob 
him of it. He who has this Happineſs in 
view will find no great Difficulty in reſiſt- 
ing the Temptations of the Devil, the Flat- 
teries of the World, and the Allurements 
of the Fleſh z having this Prize in his Eye, 
he will run with Joy, as well as Patience, 
the Race which is ſet before him. 
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The laſt Means I ſhall mention is, T6 
make frequent reflections upon the Omni. 
preſence and Omniſcience df God z that is, 
to conſider that God is every where preſent 
and knoweth all things. This would be 
a powerful Reſtraint from Vice, as well as 
a noble Spur to every virtuous Action. He 
to whom your Vows and Promiſes ate 
made, beholds and knows every Perform- 
ance and every Breach of them, and can 
to what Degree he pleaſes reward the one, 
as well as puniſh the other. The Eyes of 
the Lord, fays Solomon, Prov. xv. 3. are 
in every Place, beholding the Evil and the 
Good. And Job tells us, (ch, xxxiv. 21, 22.) 
The Eyes of God art upon the May of Man, 
and be ſeeth all his goings : there is no Dark- 
neſs nor Shadow of Death, where the Wor k- 
ers of Iniquity may hide themſelves. God, it 
is true, is not to be ſeen by a mortal Eye, 
but his being inviſible to us, is no Argu- 
ment that we are ſo to him, and yet it is 
ry evident that moſt men act as if t 

thought ſo. The Folly of which is 

beautifully ſet forth by the Son of Sirach, 
(xxiii. 18, &c.) I man, lays he, that break- 
erb Medlock, (and it may be applied to every 
other Sinner as well as to the Adulterer) 
A Man that breaketh Wealoct, ſaying thus 
in his Heart, Who feeth me? I am compaſſed 
about with Darkneſs, the Walls cover me, For 
b oy nobo 


The StRMoN after Confirmation. 33 
— — me; what need I to fear ? The 
moſt Hig h will not remember my Sins; — ſuch a 
Max only feareth the Eyes of Men, and knows- 
eth not that the Eyes of the Lord are ten thou- 
fand times brighter than the San, beholding all 
the Ways of Men, and confidering the moſt ſe- 
cret Parts. 

Theſe are ſome of thoſe Means which 
are proper to enable you to perform your 
baptiſmal Engagements...A frequent Re- 
collection of them Prayer to God for his 
holy Spirit to aſſiſt you in the Diſcharge of 
them -Conſtant Attendanee upon the pub- 
lic Offices of Religion, particularly on the 
moſt ſolemn of all, the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper; a ſerious Uſe of the holy 
Scriptures; great Indifference to the Things 
of this World, and a warm and affectionate 
Eſteem of thoſe of the other; and laſtly, 
the living and acting under a Senſe of God's 
continual Preſence with you. 

- Theſe are Things of the utmoſt Impor- 
tance to you, and cannot be recommended 
and urged upon you too often nor too ear- 
neſtly. YourSoul is at ſtake, and the great 
Diſpute is, whether you ſhall be happy or 
miſerable, not for an Age or two but to all 
Eternity. It is a Diſgrace and a Shame to 
us to forget thoſe Promiſes which we make 
to Men, but we cannot be falſe to the Vows 
we have made to God, but to our everlaſt- 


ing 
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ing Confuſion. The Vow we have made, 

the Oath we have taken, is what our Sure- 

ties and the Church are Witneſſes to, and 
it 15 not only regiſtered upon Earth, but re- 
corded” before God: in Heaven. It we are 
careful to pay theſe Vows tothe moſt High, 
to diſcharge this Obligation, Heaven, and 
all the Joys of it, are promiſed to us, and 

we have God's Word for our Security. If 
we do not diſcharge it, we muſt expect to 
be caſt into that Priſon, from whence there. 
will be no coming out, till we have paid the 
uttermoſt Farthing; and, conſequently, 
this being an infinite Debt, we can never. 
hope to be releaſed. - 


In order to avert this Doom, let us pray... 
to God in the excellent Collect of our 
Church, appointed for this Day, the ſe- 
venth Sunday after Trinity. | 


« Lord of all Power and Might, the Au- 
« thor and Giver of all Things; Graft 
<« jn our Hearts the love of thy Name, in- 
e creaſe in us true Religion, -nouriſh us 
« with all Goodneſs, and of thy great Mer- 
* cy keep us in the ſame, through Jeſus 
« Chriſt our Lord.” Amen. 


Now to God the Father, Sc. 
. 


